Skin cancer in renal allograft recipients--experience in different ethnic groups residing in the same geographical region.
Cancer is a recognized long-term complication of kidney transplantation. Skin cancer is the most common post-transplant malignancy in developed countries but information is limited on the nature of skin cancer in allograft recipients from developing countries followed up over an extended period. The records of all patients (n = 542) who had received kidney transplants (n = 623) at our institution over a 23-yr period were reviewed and those with skin cancer were identified. Demographic, clinical, and pathologic details were collected. After a mean follow up of 6.3 yr 11 (5.9%) white patients had skin cancer of whom nine (82%) were male. No non-whites had skin cancer. In white patients skin cancer accounted for 68% of all post-transplant malignancies. Squamous cell carcinoma was the most common malignant skin lesion and 84% of all lesions occurred in sun-exposed areas. Specific immunosuppression did not appear to influence the number of lesions or the interval from transplantation to cancer development. Patients responded well to treatment with no mortality related to the skin cancer. Skin cancer is relatively unique to patients of European origin.